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CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Viking Society for Northern Research. 

There exists in London, England, an organization of scholars 
styling itself "The Viking Club or Society for Northern Re- 
search", which was organized in 1892 as The Orkney, Shetland 
and Northern Society. This club is founded as " a Society for 
persons interested in the North, or its Literature, History and 
Antiquities 'V and for the investigation and elucidation of English- 
Scandinavian cultural relations. Particularly it devotes itself to 
the gathering and publication of evidence from all sources, archae- 
ological, linguistic, literary, social, political, of Norse-Danish 
influence upon English life and speech and English civilization 
in general. The society holds meetings about six times a year 
in the King's Weigh House Rooms, Thomas Street, Grosvenor 
Square, W., where results of research are presented and discussed 
before publication, and where exhibitions of objects of Northern 
or other antiquarian interest are held. Here the society seeks to 
promote its objects also in various other ways, by social gather- 
ings, concerts, and entertainments of other kinds, as we learn 
from the society's Law-Book, published April 18, 1902. The 
society further publishes a Saga-Book (its proceedings), encour- 
ages the transcription and publication of original documents 
relating to Northern history and antiquities, is building up a 
library of books, MSS, maps, photographs, drawings, etc., relating 
to that field, expends large sums of money in carrying out excur- 
sions to near-by or the most distant parts of Great Britain' for the 
purpose of carrying out its ends, conducts a book agency of 
works bearing upon English antiquities and Norse-English 
history, and publishes an extra series of translations of or studies 
in Old Norse literature. Its membership, which is very large, 
includes many names prominent in the literary life and the scien- 
tific world of England, Scotland and the North. The Honorary 
President for 1906 is Dr. Hans Hildebrand, Antiquary Royal of 
Sweden, while the President is W. G. Collingwood, F. S. A. (trans- 
lator of The Life and Death of Kormak the Skald). The 
Honorable Editor is Albany F. Major (Bifrost, 30 Oakley Street, 
Chelsea, S. W.), and there are, besides other officers to carry on 
the work of the Society, a number of District Secretaries, whose 

1 Twelfth Annual Report of Council, 1904, p. 1. 

2 And the Scandinavian North; thus there was an excursion to Denmark, 
August 14 to 25, 1905. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 249 

reports and communications are printed in the Saga-Book. 
These represent Aberdeen, Denmark, East Anglia, Faroe Glamor- 
ganshire, Glasgow, Horncastle, Iceland, Lake District, Norway, 
Orkney (6 districts), Saxony, Shetland (three districts), Somer- 
setshire, The Wirral, York and Yorkshire. 1 The Viking Club is, 
it will readily be seen, a society that is alive and strongly organ- 
ized, it has able men at its head, well-supported by a large 
number of active and enterprising members and has at its com- 
mand, it seems, funds sufficient for carrying out its work on a 
splendid scale. The Viking Club has brought to light a vast 
amount of valuable material, issued an array of highly significant 
publications which no " Northernist " (and indeed Anglicist either) 
can afford to be ignorant of, and has long ago taken its place in 
the world of antiquarian research as a dignified authoritative 
body and is fast making a place for itself also in the realm of 
philological workers. In the latter field it is at present issuing a 
translation of Scemundar Edda, by Olive Bray, a handsomely 
gotten up publication, which, as an effort in Eddie translation, is 
of a very high order; and it is publishing a Bibliography of 
Northern Literature, by Jon Stefansson, and a quarterly issue of 
Miscellany and Diplomatarium Orcadense et Hjaltlandense, as 
Orkney and Shetland Old Lore Series, ably edited by A. W. 
Johnston and A. Leslie. In its " Extra Series " the Club has 
published in the past such works as Notes on the Folklore of the 
Raven and the Owl, by W. A. Clouston, Ruins of the Saga- Time 
in Iceland, by Thorsteinn Erlingsson, and there is now in press 
one by F. T. Norris upon Thing-Steads of England and Scotland. 
I do not wish at this time to review the work of the Club as 
published in the Saga-Book. As illustrative of the special work 
of the society the programs for 1905 may, however, here be cited : 
On Jan. 20, J. G. Carson gave the " Presidential Address " on Life 
and Scenery in Orkney, and on Feb. 17, Professor J. Wight Duff 
lectured on " Homer and Beowulf" ; at later meetings there were 
addresses and papers given upon "Old Icelandic Churches", 
"Ship Finds in Norway", " The Oldest Known List of Scandi- 
navian Names ", " The Supernatural Element in Icelandic 
Literature", "Faroe and the Faroese", the last one being on 
"Ship Burials", by Haakon Schetelig, District Secretary for 
Norway. The Presidential address last year was upon " The 
Archaeology of the Viking Age in England", by W. G. 
Collingwood. 

George T. Flom. 

The University of Iowa. 

1 Why not also one for Lincolnshire, one for Cumberland-Westmoreland 
and one for the Western Isles ? 



